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stated, that chorea and the rheumatism of childhood are of kindred 
parentage, has of late been using in rheumatism of the young foil doses 
of arsenic, and even arsenic hypodermically. The results have been pro¬ 
mising enough to justify the testing of this means by a larger experience. 
The rheumatic cases have been given arsenic up to the toxic limit, and 
until the face became swollen. 

The results of treatment of the eighty cases were as follows : Cure in 
56 cases; improvement or unknown in 24 cases. 

All who have had experience in dispensary practice are aware that many 
cases fail to return to make a final report, and consequently the results 
cannot be positively stated. In the present instance, knowing that chorea 
when properly treated is a very curable disease, it is fair to assume that 
the majority of the cases marked “improvement or unknown” ultimately 
recovered. 


Art. XV .—Fibromata of the Skin. (Fibroma Mollnscum, cutis pendula, 
“Fibro-cellnlar Tumours.”) By De Saubsure Ford, A.M., M.D., 
Professor of Descriptive and Surgical Anatomy in the Medical College 
of Georgia (Augusta), Medical Department, University of Georgia. 
(With a wood-cut.) 

John T-, negro, set 37, of Scriven County, Ga., was sent to the 

Faculty of the Medical College of Georgia for treatment, by Mr. Scroven, 
an undergraduate, who writes thus: “ At his birth, John T. represents that 
he was covered with tumours, varying in size from that of a mustard-seed 
to that of a partridge-egg. For about twenty years his health was good, 
though the tumours increased as he grew in size. In the succeeding ten 
years, they increased very rapidly in size, the one attached to the left 
mammary region attaining the dimensions of 12 inches in length, and 9 
inches in circumference, the smaller ones ceasing to grow, but the large 
one continued its growth until last spring (1875), when it began to in¬ 
crease *more rapidly, measuring 24 inches in length and 36 inches in 
circumference. He then had an attack of severe remittent fever, attended 
with sharp lancinating painB in the pedicle of the tumour at its attachment 
to the left mamma. After brisk purgation it decreased one-third in size, 
and the free nse of quinia controlled the remittent, the pain ceasing as the 
tumour decreased. Remittent attacks recurred three times, but yielded to 
same treatment as in first attack.” 

In the presence of the medical students of the Medical College of 
Georgia, on November 1, 1875, after ether was administered, I proceeded 
to extirpate the large tnraonr, pendent from the left mammary region, 
which then weighed 18 pounds, was 25 inches in length, aud 28 inches in 
circumference. 

The 6craseur was used, but the instrument breaking, on account of the 
dense fibrous pedicle, which nature had provided to suspend the enormous 
mass, being too unyielding, the operation was completed with the scalpel. 
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Three vessels were ligated, aud the wound closed with silk sutures. Union 
was secured in ten days, when the patient was dismissed, and, from last 
accounts, was well, and ploughing daily. 

Finding it necessary to abandon the ecrasenr, before making the incision 
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throngh the pedicle and what other tissues had not been constricted, I 
directed an assistant to apply, above the pedicle, the rubber tubing of 
Esmarch’s bandage, so as to arrest the circulation through the branches of 
the axillary artery, distributed to this part of the body, as having found 
it most serriceable, upon a previous occasion, in extirpating a large fibro¬ 
cystic tumour of the mamma. 

After the operation the smaller tumours were carefully counted, by 
dividing the surface of the body and extremities into sections, and they 
nui*|>ered sixteen hundred. A part of the large tumour, and a part of a 
smaller one which was snipped off with scissors, were submitted to George 
W. Rains, Professor of Chemistry in the Medical College of Georgia, for 
microscopical examination. He reports both specimeris as composed 
of a mass of nucleated cells and fibrous tissue, with nucleoli measuring 
■nriini °f an inch, a °d nuclei fjfojg °f an inch in diameter. 

The photographer, by mistake, failed to strip the patient of all clothing, 
and thereby failed to represent the tumours on the inferior extremities, 
and especially a large one upon the outer side of the right thigh, which is 
not pedicellated, and involves a considerable extent of skin and subjacent 
tissues. 

I respectfully refer the readers of this Journal to Dr. Edward Wiggle- 
worth’s article upon Fibromata, in the Archives of Dermatology, April, 
1876, for more full information of the pathology and history of these 
remarkable growths. 

Acodsta, Ga., May 1, 1876. 


Art. XYI. — An unusual case of Cancer of Breast, with Tissue Infiltra¬ 
tion and Cachexia; Child-birth and Post-partum Hemorrhage ; Retro¬ 
gression of Disease and apparent Restoration to Health for more than 
two years; Excision of Mamma owing to Renewal of Disease; Subse¬ 
quent Appearance of Cancerous Nodules in the Skin ; Death after two 
more years of slow decline, accompanied by some symptoms pointing to 
Intracranial Disease; Autopsy; Remarks. By James S. Greene, 
M.D. Harv., of Boston (Dorchester), Mass. 

TnE patient whose case is here recorded first came under my observa¬ 
tion in the summer of 1870. She was then forty-five years of age, mar¬ 
ried, and the mother of five healthy children. All her brothers and sis¬ 
ters, four in number, were living and well; as likewise her mother. Her 
father died of acute pulmonary trouble at the age of seventy-six. All 
the ancestors, as far back as to include the great-grandparents, lived to 
advanced age, and showed no taint of cancer or other hereditary disease; 
and the only instances of cancer known in collateral branches are a 
mother’s cousin, upwards of seventy, and a maternal cousin still further 
removed, dying at eighty, both of reputed scirrhus. 

This lady was above the middle stature of her sex, of good figure and 
erect carriage, having a fair complexion and light-brown hair. Born in 
Massachusetts, her life hud been passed in her native State, excepting 


